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This pause is in part due to the uncertain future of the
pardon process as we transition to a new WI

Governor, who will be elected in Nov. 2026 and take
office early Jan. 2027. 

The new governor could change the pardon application
questions, process, and eligibility. They could even

decide not to issue pardons at all in their term. 
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Expungement & Pardon Clinic

Our clinic is taking a break in services
from August - December 2026

We will take the early months of 2027 to assess where the
pardon process stands with the new administration and
how to best help folks going forward.  In the meantime,

you can visit our website for info on expungement/
pardon eligibility and helpful pardon resources:

milwaukeejusticecenter.org/expardon
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Is your felony eligible for a Governor’s pardon*?
A pardon acts as a grant of forgiveness and restores rights lost as a

result of a felony conviction. All of the following must be true:

You have at least 1 Wisconsin felony conviction.
It’s been at least 5 years since you completed ANY
criminal sentence (including misdemeanors, out-of-state
cases, etc). Completing a sentence means serving all
jail/prison time AND probation /extended supervision.
You have no pending/open criminal cases or charges.
You are not currently on the sex offender registry.

Is your conviction eligible for expungement?
Getting a case expunged removes it from the public (CCAP) record. WI’s

expungement law is extremely narrow, so most people can’t get
their cases expunged.  Key eligibility info:

You had to be under age 25 and the case had to be from
2009 or later.
The judge had to find your case eligible at sentencing.
There’s no way to ask for it later!
If the judge found your case eligible and you successfully
completed your sentence, the case should already be
expunged.  If it’s still on CCAP, it might mean you still
owed a balance or had probation violations (there’s no
way to get it expunged now).

Current eligibility requirements subject to change when a new governor takes office Jan. 2027*
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